Cholangiocarcinoma coincident with schistosomiasis japonica.
The relationship of parasitic liver disease to cholangiocarcinoma has long been debated, and it has been reported that cholangiocarcinoma is associated with opisthorchiasis viverrini. We report herein a rare case of cholangiocarcinoma associated with schistosomiasis japonica. A 76-year-old Japanese man with jaundice was diagnosed with cholangiocarcinoma. Radical resection was not done because of hepatic arterial and portal vein invasion. Biliary microwave tissue coagulation therapy was performed with placement of a metallic stent endoprosthesis. Twenty-two months after the treatment, however, the patient died from hematemesis. Autopsy findings revealed that there was no distant metastasis, even in the area of regional lymph node metastasis. The primary tumor in the hepatic hilar region had been replaced by necrotic debris resulting from the microwave therapy, and an expandable metallic stent was located in the center of the debris. Histological findings showed schistosome eggs, which were old and microcalcified, in veins in the colonic submucosa. Glisson's fibrosis around the cancer lesion suggested that schistosomiasis japonica and cholangiocarcinoma can occur together with severe chronic inflammation of the portal vein.